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COAST EROSION.

The fo llow ing  im po rtan t report on coast 

erosion at W icklow , was “ adeTT̂ OTf i , „ ^ “  
Pansing , tow n surveyor to the U rban  Gounc , 
at t.heir m on th ly  m eeting on Tuesday.

W icktow  15th August, 1906. Dear S ir ,- I  am  

in  receipt of your letter of 13th “ 4 ’ ^  ^ h e  sea 
me to make a report w ith  regard to the  sea 
erosion along the foreshore at W icklow , to be 
forwarded to the Royal Com nussion now sit- 
t in e  and  I  beg to  subm it the fo llow ing par 
ticuíars, together w ith  two m aP®> 
r trust expla in  more clearly the lavages m e 
sea has m ld e  w ith in  the  last 68 years w ith  
that Dortion of the  foreshore extending from  
C lonm annon  to the entrance to t h e  W icklow  
harbour, a distance of about two m iles, bu t 
more especially w ith  reference to the sea fron t
age along the tow nland  o f^Corporation  Mur- 
rough fo rm ing  an im po rtan t part of the u rban

dÍB e ing°a  Res iden t'o f W icklow  for the Past 27 
years, 1 have carefully noted the .?* t: f
sea ; and  a lthough  a considerable quan tity  o l 
land  has been eroded, I  am  convmced th a t had  
not the  harbour works (which ^ere  executed m  
iRRP'i been carried out, m ost of the nortne 
line  o ^quays  and stores w ou ld  have b e e n jw a s t 
ed away by the encroachm ent of the sea. a  
reference to the green line  on the large p lan  
w ill show how fa j th is  erosion h ad  gone previ
ous to the  construction of the works referred

t0A lthough  the  b u ild in g  of the W est P ier at 
W icklow  harbour was the means of |av*ng the 
South-east end  of the M urrough, and accum u 
la ting  the beach for nearly 1,000feet no rt 
the pier, s till the erosion went on to an a ia im  
ing  extent further north , the sea engulfing  
first a  large stand-house where horse *aclng 
used to be carried on some years ago, and  
next beau tifu l v illa  formely used as pub lic

“ ca lcu la ting  the extent of the  erosion I  

have taken  as a basis the r £
ordnance m aps pub lished  m  1838 a“ d ,f®86i  
speotively, com prising  the  areas of the tour 
tow n lan /s  bordering the sea k  f(i
harbour and  C lonm annon , a n d  allow ing  tor 
changes in  the b o u n d a r i e s ,  the difference be

tween the  areas given on  eaÆh me to ar
the leng th  oî the  sea fron t enabled, me to 
rive at fhe la t te r *  extent of the . erosion , w h u h  
on reference to the annexed table, w ill De seen 
am ounts  to 112 feet on the C o r p o r a t i o n  Mur- 
rough since the year 1836, or over 11 aores of 
lan d  This is surely a serious matter, especi 
ally where valuable house property exists on 
the im m ed iate  coastline as in  th is  ®as<i-„

On Bolarney M urrough, where the D u b lin  
and  W icklow  M anure W orks are situated, the 
sea coast erosion i t  w ill be seen ^ n e a r t y a s  
bad  as on Corporation M urrough. These worKs 
comprise the  chief m anu fac tu r ing  business of 
W icklow , and  give em ploym ent to a large num-

b€Thef D u b lin , W icklow , and  W exford Railw ay, 
a lthough  shifted in la n d  some years ago, on 
Corporation and Bolarney M urroughs, is s till 
in  a precarious po'Sition; and  the boundary 
w all of the railway goods yard now  stands 
w ith in  15 feet of the c rum b ling  beach.

The Governm ent has recently sanctioned a 
free grant of £10,000 for foreshore protection 
works along Corporation M urrough ,.w h ich  it  
is hoped w ill h e lp  to protect th is  portion of the 
u rb an  d istric t from  the further inroads of the  
sea for some tim e at least. B u t a lthough the 
works are now in  the hands of em inen t en 
gineers and  an  efficient contractor, they are, 
Fn ^ny op in ion , only tentative measures and 
am ple  provisioA should tr, m ade by the  Gov- 
ernm ent for the upkeep 01 these works, as well 
as for the ir fu ture extension, so as to prevent 
the destruction of tha t portion  of W icklow  
town w h ich  forms its chief attraction for visit-

01 Quite recently Earl F itzw illiam , at h is  own 
expense, constructed a tram way connecting 
th ^ g o o d s  branch of the D ub lin , W icklow , and  
W exford Ra ilw ay w ith  the <lu ayB- This w l|} 
become useless if the goods yards be no t saved 
from  the  further inroads of the sea.

The fo llow ing is taken from  a sub-leader m  
the “ Freem an's J o u r n a l” of 10,th  Ju ly , 1906.^ 
‘‘ The case of Lowestoft and  .its engineering 
d ue l w ith  the sea w ill be specially interesting 
to the  D u b lin , W icklow , and  W exford Railw ay 
Com pany, who are engaged in  a s im ilar con

test Some years ago the sea encroached to 
such a n  a larm ing  eStent th a t Lowestoft, as a 
seaside resort, wa-s practica lly doomed^ Enor 
mous damage h ad  been done to the front, and  
it  appeared a huge  task to  a ttem pt to stop the 
invasion of the sea. Since 1896, w hen P*0*®®- 
tive work was first commenced in  earnest, the 
am oun t spent on various schemes of sea ae 
fence has been more th an  £67,000, a large pro
portion of w h ich  was expended upon  the con 
struction of a substantia l w a ll more th an  a 
m ile  long, and  groyned for the  H o1f c t l° ^ g  
the north  beach and denes. T hesew orks  
were im m ed iate ly  effective, b u t u n t i l  two yeais 
ago the position of the south front, w ith  its 
beach, esplanades, and  valuable P’i ’P® *^’ 
looked alm ost hopeless. The beach had  near 
ly disappeared, and  every h ig h  tide m ade the 
m ost serious inroads in to  the cliffs a lld  the 
upper esplanade. The town council dealt 
p rom ptly  w ith  t h e  s ituation an d  adopted a 
costly and  comprehensive scheme, m  .w h ich  
groynes and  a revetment were the p rinc ipa l 
features. These have proved successful be
yond all an tic ipations. The beach has m- 
creased in  area to  an extraordinary extent, u n 
t i l  now there is on the south side of the  town 
a, sp lend id  expanse of sand .” . „

This w ou ld  appear to meet t-he engineering 
difficu lties, if  there are any ; bu t, of course, 
the  W icklow  Council,, for lack of funds, are u n 
able to act as the Lowestoft Town Council 

d id .
F a ith fu lly  yours,

J . P a u s in g , A .M ., In s t., C .E .I.

Town Surveyor ; Member of the Incorporated 
Association of M u n ic ip a l and  County 

Engineers.

Table show ing sea encroachm ent along 
W icklow  M urrough.

Reduc- 
Reduc- tio n  

ed pro
w’dh  rata 

Reduc- L ’gth  fr ’m f r ’m  
ed of 1838 1838

area area area coast to to
T ow nland in  1838 in  1886 in  1886 line  1886 1906

a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p. ft. ft. ft.

MuCTOUgS. 67 2 8 60 0 31 7 1 17 2,960 108 153
K nockrob in  _
M urrough  17 2 4 15 3 33 1 2 11 800 85 120

Bolarney 
M urrough  
deducting

Is la n d  ° f 32 2 5 29 0 25 3 1 19 2,030 72 102
Corporation 
M urrough 
in c lu d in g  S. 
p art of Is 
land , East 
Lake and

Garden " 71 0 8 62 3 19 8 0 23 4,500 79 112

I t  was ordered th a t a copy of the foregoing 
be forwarded to the  Secretary of the Royal 
Com m ission, and  also th a t the  Secretary be re
quested to state when and  where evidence 
from  Ire la nd  w ill be taken by the Com m is
sion.

The Town Clerk also read the fo llow ing

Royal Com m ission o n  Coast Erosion, Board 
of Trade, W h iteha ll, S.W ., A ugust 30th, 1906. 
S ir,—I  am  desired by the Royal Com m ission on 
Coast Erosion to acknowledge the. receipt of 
your letter, of the  27th instan t, and  in  reply, to 
request th a t you w ill state to  the  W icklow  
Urban, D is tr ic t Council th a t the Com m ission 
are unab le  to state a t present w hat arrange
m ents w ill be made for tak ing  evidence from  
witnesses in  Ire land . The Com m ission propose 
to hear evidence, in  the first instance, from  
E ng lish  and  Scottish witnesses, and  they fear 
th a t  it  w ill be some tim e  before they reach the  
Ir is h  portion  of the subject. I f  the C om m is
sion should decide to hear evidence from  a 
representative of the U rban D is trict Council, 
they w ill cause a further com m un ication  to  be 
addressed to you ; in  the m eantim e they w ill 
be g lad to be fu rn ished  w ith  a statement of 
the na ture  of the evidence w hich  the Council 
w ould propose to lay before them .—I  am , sir, 
your obedient servant,

C. H . G k im s h a w ,
Secretary.

La*-)
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Ô /jiv C /'&U.'&̂ vri'ij .

CQiyC)
'wdwarft/tf'târtcHj*) ,

J>2 && .
Ctsisi/y^Çj \

I fy d c u /1 {flcvn

^ /lst4syi/\) f ll£ / á íy /  2% úu-

f̂&urúdĉ í
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YustoQ'/ú~ 6 ^/ f  ̂ -tw ' Ï-C.'C '̂K 't̂p-y\JP -. -*. yA t'iAyJ

â ï cfie^-e'Y iftJ!) c fó l̂ 'r r 'd ^ ^ c )fú o f^ c ^  6í/7 ?A J(̂ )j  6 " ^  ^

a ^ r^ tix D  ^áv  Jto y a e + a U ù ïw  ^ ^  < ^ J ^  tí£fr< v u y ée /~

/ra£y aJ !^ ÿ  °'y7̂ >  ^  c&

7u) 6l.‘ vo6pG/oe/'i4s& <£Æ âÀtz~ , 2 s  ^ f r ^ l &  ̂  ^ lt . y C £os> Qdîm A-^j

tv rvy jfl V h ^ JZ ^ i/ e/Ú~ C ts zn * j£d  't^ 7 Z ~ £ e o î e '
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^Pooü'à^S^0 flritZL jO  <7*~ & >̂-a )̂

(J l c U A ,

c í^

> V (̂̂CsQ 2/ooá̂ty{~
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á )  ^ î j  * Z >  & 4 * - , < H W ( j j  c / C ~

d ^ v  Ó Í ^ Z Z /  /

' '  ^  orâ ùr̂ ôù̂  ' ' ________  ^

3 1 2

c y ^ u A / u  c u í ^ Í ^ O  < &

O c v ó C  <l f L r ^ í

£ < p * .,'é < A s

U /^d jb  ^ irr  1 Ç t^ y l̂ ^ ^ y to  trxJs-jC ĉ jr  ~' &aa/  C ^C lal̂ ^ /^ j
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)d 'tv a y v ú'lJL'. ^̂yyj3sî0v̂t̂íl/ &̂í4n̂Û(j 
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'- '̂ U asCgSÓ -^Í4s>yj /& e?y& ZZ£<j f d ^tfu v

cJ-C

(£ ' &\ ÁS2&&g~4Lísua/Ir  ĵ faxepr&  Qs>*.
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 ̂ a ^ a ó ^ z rz s v ó  rty c ^ ô  J^ z ^ > Û Z tj ^

& & £ a l̂ C  í ^ < u ^  ^ a /í-  &* ^

^  Íq / A € ^ ^ Í í ^ o  ^  c ^ y y ^ jé u /j

' -/tzÁn~*̂ C K-̂ L̂os£fy>

)

d ^G ru ^íC t̂  ^ y  â̂A db- (ZUî eó
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é £  ^p í̂ u uu Jb  (o 'o v ^ M y C ^ o  (£ ,j ô t/g h r^ / w ^ y ^ W o ^  Ó9 cu,

t^ j  c / ^ j  C ís^ /í(f2 y'6 r' rJ .T tx ^  jT & óO

á  & u/)C  fc jzfs/C ''< ? J jy * sr~ ' U ij (éL (^ v r^ j ;  ^ .

> fe  i / M  d ^ r ^ /Í Á ^ o  á r  á  ÿ t s v ^ C j  Z e v tfa y

Ttnvná
pfc/LyZToA^ÿO nP^M HU^/ S hj ^  - -

z  '

Q Ícfrvc jj — S  ^ ’ t ^ ĉ va/
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^  - fÉ ^ , J ? i/ à ^  y j/ s  ^  J é p ù ç jZ y  /f< ? 6  _

! - $<  ^ 6  t

ÿ$é4sUTrXLÎ̂ ' • ----

ï/ï& dC  Á ^  JO é W u á  c J /  C 4 ?to í/) c y  Q 3 y /^ c 7 > * ^ 'tt^

tâvyvvthCop
yri

gh
t: W

ick
low

 C
ou

nty
 Arch

ive
s



3 2 3

Í4 a /

-  ' Í W m  '  '  ‘
/

ir& y& yiXsyA ÿ  (fu) ôvixe)
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